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I. Word – words                

In this era of incessant use of words maybe it would be good to remind oneself of the definition of ‘word’ offered by the Pocket Oxford Dictionary:  a ‘meaningful element of speech usually shown with space on either side of it when written or printed’. It is also defined as ‘speech, esp. as distinct from action’.  These definitions seem to imply that human beings are in the unique position of being able to use and combine words to create thought forms, which can be shared with others and which, if acted upon, have the potential for becoming visible and tangible and having an effect on the existing state of affairs.

But often we simply talk - as distinct from acting.  We habitually fill the air with words of little consequence. Even the many resolutions and programmes of action that have been most carefully formulated, with guidelines on how the challenges facing humanity and the world today could be overcome, remain largely in the realm of thought. And there they will stay, until sufficient energy and commitment is mustered to activate the thoughts and words into deeds. 

Modern society is paying great attention to speech, presentation, and delivery. Different techniques are taught on how to refine one’s posture, tone of voice and phraseology so as to deliver one’s message, point of view, or product, in the best, most attractive and persuasive way. With so much emphasis on impression and entertainment value, words can tend to become devalued, even used as a commodity – assimilated, dispensed and dispersed for short term impact. 

However, since ancient time humanity has connected Sound and Word with the creation of all that is and inwardly sensed the deep interconnectedness between every living thing within the all-embracing Whole we call space. 

Throughout human history thinkers, philosophers and scientists, and each human being in their own way, have strived to understand the meaning of the ‘Word’, which is said to have caused the universe to burst into being, and pondered the origin and purpose of it all.  And today scientists have proved what ancient thinkers have been saying all along: that all is energy; that spirit and matter is interchangeable and essentially one.  The Upanishads say that it is the Soul, the Immortal, the Inner Controller, who ‘dwells in all things, yet is other than all things, Whom all things do not know, Whose body all things are….” It is this inner Being, ‘Who controls all things from within’; the outer form serving and eventually revealing in full the inner intent.

This fundamental truth, inherent in all parts of creation, all sparks of life, is affecting all human affairs; it is making us realize the interrelatedness of everything and the importance of inclusiveness in every thought and action. We are becoming aware that only so far can the physical form – matter – be manipulated or made to deviate from the intent of the ‘Inner Controller’. Only up to a point can words remain meaningless, empty or false.

Through constantly reaching deep within ourselves for the highest, clearest, and truest possible quality of thought, we can change and redeem all relationships and continue to create a new form, a new humanity, and a new civilization, which  – one glorious day in time and space –  will reflect beautifully and correctly the spirit of the One Who dwells in all things – and Who knows the meaning of the Word.

II. “May I Ask a Question, Mr. President?”

DPI/NGO Briefing

15 January 2009 

The first DPI/NGO briefing of the winter-spring 2009 season began with a new series, “May I Ask a Question?” which provides an opportunity for the non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to interact with influential leaders of the United Nations community.  Although H.E. Mr. Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann, President of the 63rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly http://www.un.org/ga/president/63/ , was scheduled to be the first guest, unfortunately, he was unable to be there, because he was chairing the Special Emergency session of the Assembly on the situation in Gaza.  However, he sent two representatives from his office to speak on his behalf, namely, Her Excellency Sophia Clark, Deputy Chef de Cabinet in the office of the President and Mr. Michael Clark, Senior Advisor on Nuclear Disarmament and International Security to the President.

The first questioner asked if there were any points of convergence coming out of the discussions held in Doha, and how the financial crisis was being addressed by the United Nations.  The question spoke to the fact that the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund were conspicuously absent from the recent international financial negotiations in Doha.  

Mr. Clark explained that as it became clear that everyone on the planet would be affected by the financial crisis, the President of the General Assembly consulted a group of experts who came from different regions of the world.  This group was then expanded into a formal Commission of experts known as the Commission of Experts of the President of the UN General Assembly on Reform of the International Monetary and Financial System.  

The objectives of this Commission are to look at the impact of the financial crisis on developing countries and the poor wherever they are, to assess the impact and scope of the crisis, to see what creative ideas there are for addressing it and to evaluate what systemic changes might be put in place to address the problems that have emerged.  Currently involved in studying these issues, the Commission hopes to release a paper the third week in March.  It is working very transparently and is receiving unsolicited papers and analyses of country and regional situations, while also hoping to get input from NGOs once the paper is released.  The President of the General Assembly (GA) said he hoped to arrange a major conference on this matter with heads of state and government in late May or early June, and would be producing an outcome document with recommendations for immediate action.  Mr. Clark added that the President was making every effort to increase the role of the UN General Assembly in addressing this crisis particularly as it affected the needs of the developing countries and those who have been marginalized.  

One NGO expressed the view that civil society organizations were extremely concerned that the UN process to address the financial crisis would be eclipsed by the G20 meeting, scheduled to meet the first week of April.  Others added concern that there would be the lack of any substantive access to the work of the Commission beforehand, and as a result, the inability to use the results of these findings for possible leverage at the G20 meeting. 

Mr. Clark encouraged NGOs to check the Commission’s website: http://www.un.org/ga/president/63/commission/financial_commission.shtml for relevant information on the work of the Commission and its members, once again emphasizing its transparency.  He underscored the need to resist being provocative, noting that this is a delicate issue.  He said that the G20 represent 75% of the population and 90% of the world’s economy.  However, he stressed that this was not about fighting with the G20 http://www.g20.org/index.aspx but said there are two important points that are basic to this effort.  One was that although the G20 had made promises to the developing countries, it had not really shown substantive focus.  The second was that of all the ‘G’s’ working on this problem that the General Assembly with its representation of the 192 member states—the G192, if you will—was the one group that had the capacity to legitimize the recommendations and coordinate this effort.  Reiterating that when the community as a whole needs to make important decisions on this, the GA http://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml was the proper forum.

Mr. Clark said that part of the program of the President of the GA was to go back to origins, to the UN Charter http://www.un.org/aboutun/charter/index.shtml.  In looking at the role of Economic and Social Council (ECSOC), he found the expectation that it would be as powerful as the Security Council and that it would actually look ahead at issues that would be major causes of international conflict.  Therefore, regarding with irony, yet embracing the strongly articulated suggestion by the President of France and Germany’s head of government that there be an economic Security Council forum, ECOSOC is thought of as the natural body for that.  Mr. Clark was quick to add that making that happen was a political process requiring much work on all of our parts, but expressed the willingness of the President to do so.

In regard to a question as to whether the financial crisis had an intersection with the ecological crisis and concerns about climate change, Mr. Clark replied that the President had appointed special observers to monitor this trend; and, yes, that the economic crisis had impacted not only the financial world, but climate change, food, security, access to food, water and even trade agreements.  

Ambassador Clark expressed the view that the GA President felt strongly that in looking at issues on the UN agenda there was a need to examine them not only in regard to international law and human rights law, but also to examine the moral and ethical perspectives of these matters.  She cited access to water and desertification as examples, which she said were basic human rights, and stressed the need to look at the complexity and inter-relationships of these issues.

A member of the audience suggested adding carbon accounts to the balance of payments, where every individual would have carbon permits that could be expressed in monetary units.  Mr. Clark readily welcomed this suggestion, describing it as pertinent, and brilliant!  He said that the Commission had to work fast and needed firm ideas such as this from NGOs to move forward.

A questioner asked what steps were being taken to reduce military spending as the Organization was mandated to do, and further, to what extent should the GA play a more active role on this issue and if the President of the GA was planning to take action in the future on disarmament?

Stating that disarmament was a high priority for the President, Mr. Clark said that the Assembly’s efforts on it had been eclipsed somewhat by the financial crisis.  He mentioned a new global nuclear disarmament movement emerging, which is being embraced by Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom, President Nicolas Sarkozy of France, President-Elect Barack Obama of the United States, as well as the Prime Minister of India, under a new initiative known as “global zero”.  Mr. Clark added that there was a big difference between lowering the numbers of weapons and eliminating nuclear weapons under international control.  He said he saw a role for scientists to be mobilized around this issue and also expressed the view that the expansion of the so-called “nuclear club” called into question the framework of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

One NGO made the comment that many in the NGO community saw the Security Council as the most dysfunctional part of the UN system and asked if the Office of the President had any ideas to share on the question of its reform.

Ambassador Clark replied that the President had been very outspoken about his view that the Security Council was indeed dysfunctional and pointed out that although it’s reform was one of the top three priorities of the President, he wanted to deal with it last as it was the most difficult.  – One, had to do with looking at the role of the Bretton Woods Institute and international financial system; and another with, not only the overall democratization, but the revitalization of the General Assembly.  This means, taking the prerogative to expand the parameters of positioning the GA to assume the role—not of a junior partner—but as the principle organ of the UN as it was meant to be and should be, because it is the most representative body of the UN.

Looking at this intergovernmental approach to Security Council reform, she added that this was a delicate issue and probably brings more people into his office than any other issue.  She said that the President believed that simply adding more members based on geography and population was not a major solution, and that he would also argue that the totally unrestrained arbitrary use of the veto should be addressed—being of the view that the veto was meant to be used only in the interest of the world body and includes a responsibility of accountability.  She concluded by saying that promoting international peace and security, for which this Organization was founded, has to be the overriding fact that determines their actions in promoting the greater good.

In closing, the briefing’s moderator, Ms. Maria-Luisa Chavez, Chief of the NGO Relations Cluster of the Department of Public Information, said that this was an extraordinary briefing, because in talking with NGOs, the Office of the President was seen as an untouchable office.  Yet, this briefing proved to bring down that invisible barrier between the President and NGOs.  His representatives were honest, transparent and we got to see how they are thinking.

150 representatives of NGOs accredited by DPI attended the briefing.  A webcast of this briefing may be found at: http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/spring09/briefings/Brief_15jan09.asp
Prepared by Iris Spellings, NGO Representative to the UN for OPTU, which includes information from the UN DPI/NGO 15 January 2009 Summary.

III. Global Zero

The Global Zero initiative, launched in Paris in December 2008 by 100 political, military, business, faith and civic leaders from across political lines, is in the process of developing a step by step policy plan to reach the aim of zero nuclear weapons. Among the key steps in this policy are:

· deep reductions to Russian-U.S arsenals, which comprise 96 per cent of the world’s 27,000 nuclear weapons;

· Russia and the United States, joined by other nuclear weapons states, cutting arsenals to zero is phased and verified reductions;

· Establishing verification systems and international management of the fuel cycle to prevent future development of nuclear weapons.

Global Zero is preparing for a World Summit in early 2010 through a series of meetings and events, and is also inviting citizens and leaders around the world, who are endorsing the goal of Global Zero, to sign a Declaration with the following text:

“WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, believe that to protect our children, our grandchildren and our civilization from the threat of nuclear catastrophe, we must eliminate all nuclear weapons globally. We therefore commit to working for a legally binding verifiable agreement, including all nations, to eliminate nuclear weapons by a date certain.”

(http://www.globalzero.org/en/sign-declaration) 

IV. The Asia-Pacific Freeze Campaign

A Call for a Safer, Greener Future

The aim of this campaign is to freeze and then reduce the military spending of the United States, Japan, China, Russia, South Korea, and North Korea. Accounting for more than 65 per cent of the global military spending, these countries are also contributing to the escalation in global military spending, which has increased by 45 per cent over the last decade. The world’s precious resources are being wasted in preparing for war as the world is facing unprecedented social, economic and climate crises. But without public pressure governments are not likely to change their ways. 

The Asia-Pacific Freeze would not only play an essential role in defusing tensions on the Korean peninsula; by cooperating on reducing military spending, these six countries could help turn Northeast Asia into a model of peace and sustainable development.

The campaign, coordinated by the Institute for Policy Studies (founded in Washington 1963) on behalf of peace activists and scholars in the above mentioned countries, is calling on people and groups to sign their Call to Action, saying that “As individual countries and as an international community, we have a choice. We can continue on a dangerous path seeking ever-elusive “security” through military might. Or we can choose to address the pressing problems facing us all – global economic crisis, climate change, nuclear proliferation – by no longer wasting our precious resources on preparations for war”. 
The Call to Action and further information can be read at: http://www.fpif.org/fpiftxt/5852
V. SECURITY WITHOUT EMPIRE

The American Friends Service Committee will be holding a national organizing  conference on overseas U.S, military bases at the American University from 27 February – 2 March, entitled Security Without Empire.
After the recent presidential election there is a general feeling that the time has come for stepping up the promotion of peace and economic justice, and for supporting the growing movement that calls for the closing and withdrawal of the nearly 1, 000 U.S. military bases in foreign nations. These bases are costing $138 billion a year, a sum which could instead be used for addressing human needs and revitalizing the economy. 

Leading experts such as Miriam Pemberton, Institute for Policy Studies; Walden Bello, Focus on Global South; Jana Glivicka, Czech Republic, No Bases Initiative; Lisa Natividad, Guam; Ann Wright, Retired Army Reserve Colonel and Diplomat, and Zia Mian, Princeton University, will share information on resistance to the U.S. overseas military bases and help develop new strategies for expanding the anti-bases movement.  

For more information contact www.ips-dc.org/events/1024
VI. UN Review Conference against Racism

The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has designated the High Commissioner for Human Rights (HCHR), Navi Pillay, as Secretary-General of the Review Conference which will be held in Geneva 20 – 24 April, and the office of the HCHR as its Secretariat.

The High Commissioner recently issued her report, containing a series of proposals and recommendations in preparation for the Review Conference at which UN member states will be assessing implementation of the wide-ranging Programme of Action agreed upon at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance held in Durban, South Africa, 2001. ( http://www.un.org/WCAR/ )  

Some of the language proposed for a draft conference outcome document has proved to be somewhat controversial as it touches sensitive topics, such as Israel’s policies in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and also the issues around defamation of religions. Pillay suggested holding a series of expert workshops on defamation of religions so that a common ground could be found, adding that “while I understand the concerns behind the concept of defamation of religions, I believe that from a human rights perspective and in light of the Durban Review Conference, it should be addressed as an issue of incitement to religious hatred within the existing framework of international human rights law.”  These workshops would be designed to help foster better understanding of the legislative patterns and judicial practices in different regions of the world, reflecting different legal systems and traditions.

The High Commissioner for Human Rights also outlined some of the many challenges affecting the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, pointing to the devastating and disproportionate impact of the global financial crisis, the food crisis and climate change on the most vulnerable groups, seriously hampering progress in the struggle against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance. And in today’s uncertain financial climate migrants are often perceived as competitors for scarce resources.

In her report, Pillay has made several practical proposals, such as the suggestion that her office establish an international “observatory”, which could serve as a focal point for gathering information on racism. Such an observatory could help governments and stakeholders to better understand problem areas and to share ‘good practices’.

The High Commissioner urged all governments not to allow any single issue to dominate discussions of such vital importance to human dignity to the exclusion and detriment of others: “I appeal to all to uphold the consensually agreed objectives of the Durban Review Conference and to bear in mind their importance to the millions of victims around the world….. I urge Member States to transcend their differences and to join efforts to confront racism and xenophobia”.

Thomas Hammarberg, Commissioner for Human Rigths of the Council of Europe and Morten Kjaerum, Director of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, in a joint statement stressed that racism is a global phenomenon: “No country, no region, is free of this social ill – including the European countries”. 

Respect for equality in diversity is a central premise for building democratic and inclusive societies. Although Europe is facing many challenges in the fight against racism there is an increasing awareness among political leaders, NGOs, media and society in general of what still needs to be done. The global financial and economic crisis could lead to an increase in racism and discrimination, but with the Council of Europe, the European Union institutions, and the Fundamental Rights Agency, there are strong regional mechanisms in place that can support states in the fight for the rights and dignity of each and all human beings. 

A working group was established in January this year to negotiate and finalize a draft of the outcome document for the Durban Review Conference. The text of this document is a compilation made up of six initial proposals submitted by regional and other groups, and through removing duplications and repetitions the working group has been able to reduce the original unedited 130 pages to 38. The next formal session of the working group will take place just before the final session of the Preparatory Committee, leading into the Review Conference itself (20-24 April)

Further information  can be obtained at http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/
VII. The World Economic Forum

Davos, Switzerland 

In his plenary speech to the special session World Economic Forum, Davos, 29 January, the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged business leaders throughout the world to embrace ‘global cooperation and partnership on a scale never before seen’ .

He reminded the meeting of the time when, exactly 10 years ago, his predecessor, Kofi Annan, had been standing in this same hall calling on business leaders to initiate a Global Compact of shared values and principles. The Global Compact has since been challenging business to embrace universal principles and to partner with the UN on issues affecting all parts of the world community. Today it has more than 6,000 business participants in over 130 countries.

The world is experiencing multiple crises; the financial collapse and climate change threaten all goals for development and social progress. But, said Ban Ki-moon, these challenges also presents us with a gilt-edged opportunity: “We stand at a crossroads and it is important that we realize that we have a choice to make: “We can choose short-sighted unilateralism and business as usual. Or we can grasp global cooperation and partnership on a scale as never before”. 
The UN Secretary-General called for a renewed commitment to the core principles of human rights, labour standards, the environment and anti-corruption, as well as to accountability and transparency, saying that “by doing so, you will not only be doing what is right; you will also be helping to restore trust, confidence and credibility into the markets.”
In conjunction with Ban Ki-moon’s speech, the UN Global Compact Office has released a paper entitled Global Sustainability in the 21st Century: An Action Plan for Business in which it argues that today’s confluence of global threats, the global economic downturn and climate in particular, provides the most compelling case for business to embrace corporate responsibility. It also calls on companies to take an expanded view of risk and opportunity management that includes environmental, social and governance (ESG) factors and to increase focus on long-term value creation.

Among ‘pertinent lessons’ to be learnt from the financial crisis mentioned in the paper are,

· Integration of long-term considerations and comprehensive risk management into market expectations and corporate strategy: the financial markets’ obsession with short-term over long-term considerations has played an important role in destabilizing markets;

· Leadership for stakeholders, not only shareholders: accusations of greed, fraud and abuse – ultimately disregard for ethics and the interests of society – are numerous in the wake of the financial crisis. Companies operating in the new global context must respond not only to investors, but also consider interests of employees, communities and other key groups

· Interdependence of economies: the contagion witnessed in this crisis is the proof point to an already strong understanding of the systemic risks of a highly interdependent world.

Under the heading Climate Change  the paper underscores the UN Secretary-General’s statement that ‘the risks from climate change are intimately linked with issues at the core of the corporate responsibility movement: human rights, labour and good governance’ and threatens all goals for development and social progress. And it calls on all stakeholders to cooperate and collaborate to find climate solutions for the sustainability of the current global market system. Among the suggestions made are: 

· Building a green economy; 

· Caring for climate;

· Water stewardship; and

· Business vision for COP 15 (the Copenhagen climate change summit December 2009). Leading up to the Copenhagen Summit, a World Business Summit on Climate Change will be co-convened by the United Nations Global Compact and other partners on 24-26 May, where business leaders will deliver a shared vision and a set of recommendations from a business perspective towards a new, global framework on climate change.

The paper also calls for Collective Action, saying that global challenges can only be solved effectively by cooperation: more and stronger collaboration between governments, civil society and the private sector is needed:

· the collective voice of business can lead to significant changes,

· public-private partnerships must be harnessed and a renewed focus placed on collaboration, with a move from pilot projects to large-scale transformative initiatives;

Considering the issues global frameworks and national regulation the Action Plan for Business urges that chief executives exercise business statesmanship by supporting solution to issues such as climate change, anti-corruption and other key areas. Business should positively influence their government in achieving a comprehensive global agreement at the Copenhagen Summit, to replace the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol.

Business should support, not obstruct, national efforts to higher performance standards in areas such as energy efficiency and investments in new technologies which will lead to low-carbon economies. Business should also support the disclosure of its ESG (environmental, social and governance) performance.

The UN Global Compact, launched in 2000, is today the world’s largest voluntary corporate citizenship initiative, committed to sustainability and responsible business practices.  As a multi-stakeholder leadership initiative, it seeks to align business operations and strategies with ten universally accepted principles in the areas of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption, and to catalyze actions in support of broader UN goals. 

For more information, visit www.unglobalcompact.org 

VIII. UN Environment Programme (UNEP)’s

25th Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum

The UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GC/GMEF) met in Nairobi 16 February for a weeklong deliberation on the many urgent issues on the agenda, and in his message to the Forum the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon confirmed the important part that the UNEP Governing Council could play in ensuring that a comprehensive, inclusive and rectifiable agreement was made at the Copenhagen Summit. Ban Ki-moon also spoke of the potential of a global Green New Deal for helping to tackle climate change and wasteful resource consumption and re-energize economies, saying that “these are real possibilities that can be promoted and implemented by your governments in collaboration with the brightest minds in business and the most dynamic members of civil society”

At this meeting UNEP released a new report, compiled by a wide group of experts, entitled ‘The Environmental Food Crisis: The environment’s role in averting future food crises’, which outlines a plan to reduce the risk of hunger and rising insecurity for this century. 

There are indications in the report that the world could feed the entire projected population growth alone by becoming more efficient while also ensuring the survival of wild animals, birds and fish on this planet. “We need to deal with not only the way the world produces food but the way it is distributed, sold and consumed, and we need a revolution that can boost yields by working with, rather than against, nature,” said Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director. “Over half of the food produced today is lost, wasted or discarded as a result of inefficiency in the human-managed food chain”, he maintained.

Among key points in its plan the report suggests, that the amount of unwanted fish currently discarded at sea – estimated at 30 million tons a year – could alone sustain more than a 50 per cent increase in fish farming, a rise needed to maintain fish consumption at current levels by 2050 without increasing pressure on an already stressed marine environment.

The report also highlights  other measures, including the reorganization of food market infrastructure to regulate prices; a micro-financing fund to boost small-scale farming; the removal of agricultural subsidies; managing and better harvesting extreme rainfall, and adopting more diversified and ecologically friendly farming systems.

At the end of the Nairobi meeting a landmark decision was taken by over 140 countries to launch negotiations on an international mercury treaty to deal with worldwide emissions and discharges of a pollutant that threatens the lives of hundred of millions of people throughout the world.  They also agreed that the risk to human health and the environment was so significant, that accelerated action under a voluntary Global Mercury Partnership was needed whilst the treaty is being finalized.

Applauding the decision, Achim Steiner pointed out that only a few weeks ago nations were divided on how to deal with this major public health threat: “Today we are united on the need for a legally binding instrument and immediate action towards a transition to a low-mercury world”.  This agreement,  alongside a whole range of other key agreements at the close of the meeting, is sending ‘a clear  message to the citizens everywhere that the environment was moving back to the centre stage of political life and that a Green Economy is up and running’, he said. This was underscored by the decision made by governments to significantly increase the budget of UNEP at a time of financial and economic crisis.

During the Forum, UNEP and technology giant Microsoft also signed an agreement to work together, using information and communication technology to help address today’s environmental challenges, with particular emphasis on helping environmental organizations, such as UNEP, governments, non-governmental organizations and researchers, to work more effectively through the use of new technologies.

In the summary of the ministerial consultations, Oliver Dulic, Serbia’s minister of the Environment and President of the UNEP Governing Council/GMEF, stated that ‘creating a green economy goes hand-in-hand with sustainable development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.’ (http://www.unep.org ) 
One of the final Special Events of UNEP’s 25th Governing Council focused on the launching of a new flagship publication entitled “From conflict to Peacebuilding – The Role of Natural Resources and the Environment”, where a high-profile panel  lead the discussion of the issues highlighted in this new policy report. Among these were the rapid rise in conflicts since 1990, which were fuelled by the exploitation of natural resources, such as timber and diamonds, or the scarcity of key resources, such as land or water. The report outlines how natural resources could be make concrete contribution to peace building processes. 

For further information contact Nick Nuttall, UNEP Spokesperson, Office of the Executive Director, E-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org
IX. World Day of Social Justice

10 February

The Commission on Social Development had invited the President of the 63rd Session of the UN General Assembly, Father Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann, to speak at the launch of the first World Day of Social Justice.  He congratulated the Commission, the General Assembly, and in particular the Permanent Representative of Kyrgyzstan, H.E. Nurbek Jeenbaev, who had been spearheading the promotion of this day, which will ‘provide us with opportunities for Member States, civil society organization and individuals around the world to take concrete steps to promote awareness of social justice’.

Pointing to the recent ‘unspeakable violence’ against the most afflicted members of the world community, living in Gaza, the President stated that ‘as we know, social development, integration and social justice cannot be attained in the absence of peace, security or respect for all human rights’. Considering the millions of people throughout the world who each day are thrown into unemployment, poverty and deprivation due to the global financial meltdown, he firmly believed, that only a recasting of the global financial architecture would ensure that all people everywhere would be included in the economic and social system, locally and internationally, and recognized as full members of society.

President d’Escoto Brockmann encouraged all Member States to use this day to ‘raise awareness of the principles of equity, democracy, participation, transparency, accountability and inclusion that provide the underpinnings of social justice.’ (http://www.un.org/ga/president/63)
The Commission for Social Development is a functional commission of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), consisting of 46 members, elected by ECOSOC. At its yearly meetings key social development themes will be discussed, and the priority theme for the 2009-10 review is Social Integration, with particular focus on the relationship with poverty eradication, full employment and decent work for all. ECOSOC stresses that full employment and decent work for all should be achieved through the inclusion of ‘specific measures to promote gender equality and foster social integration for social groups, such as youth, persons with disabilities, and older persons, as well as migrants and indigenous peoples.’ (http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2009-print.html)

X. 2009 – The International Year of Astronomy

The vision behind this global effort, initiated by the International Astronomical Union (IAU)* and UNESCO, is to help people throughout the world rediscover their place in the Universe and to look up and see the day and nighttime sky with a renewed sense of wonder and discovery.

The official Opening Ceremony took place on the 15 January at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Headquarters in Paris and was attended by government representatives, diplomats, scientists from around the world, as well as young astronomy undergraduates from more than 100 countries, astronauts, industrialists, artists and others.  The theme for the International Year of Astronomy (IYA2009) is: “The Universe, Yours to Discover”.
The launching of the IYA2009 is starting off a year which will put astronomy firmly in the public eye. As the Director-General of UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura, said in his opening statement: “People have always looked to the sky for answers to the questions ‘How did we get here?’ and ‘Why are we here?’. The sky belongs to everybody. Astronomy is an instrument to promote peace and understanding among nations and as such is at the heart of UNESCO’s mission”. The year also marks the 400th anniversary of the first use of an astronomical telescope, by Galileo Galilei in 1609. 

Throughout the year numerous activities and events will take place at the global and regional, national and local levels, aiming at establishing cooperative links between professional and amateur astronomers, science centres, educators and science communicators. In February the IYA2009 Cornerstone project “From Earth to the Universe” (FETTU) was launched in more than 40 countries worldwide. FETTU is an exhibition which will show awe-inspiring images of the Universe, taken by ground and space-based telescopes, to the wider audience in public parks, art museums, shopping malls, airports etc. The images of stars, planets, comets, nebulae, galaxies and cluster etc will have short captions to introduce some basic astronomical facts. (www.fromearthtotheuniverse.org). Further information: Megan Watzke e-mail: mwatzke@cfa.harvard.edu 

The IAU has established a central Secretariat and an IYA2009 website (www.astronomy2009.org) . We hope, said Matsuura, to ‘encourage citizens of the world, especially young people, to learn more about the Universe in which we live and to explore the links that astronomy provides between the scientific and cultural spheres.”

* The IAU, founded in 1919, is the world’s largest professional body for astronomers, which brings together almost 10 000 distinguished astronomers from all nations of the world. Its mission is to promote and safeguard the science of astronomy in all its aspects through international cooperation.
___
XI. World march for Peace and Nonviolence

2 October 2009 to 2nd January 2010

The World March for Peace and Nonviolence will journey through countries and territories of the Oceania and East Asia, Continental Asia, Europe, Africa, America, and Antarctica. The March will be officially launched in Wellington, New Zealand, on the 2nd October 2009, the anniversary of Gandhi’s birthday, which was declared by the UN as “The International Day of Non-Violence”.* From there it will be traveling for three month, passing through ‘all climates and seasons, from the hot summer of the tropics and the deserts, to the winter of Siberia’, and conclude in the Andes on 2 January 2010 - the last year of the decade, dedicated to a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World.

The March was initiated by the international organization “World Without War”, which explains that eliminating wars and violence will mean “leaving human pre-history behind and taking a giant step forward in the evolution of our species”. The World March will be created and shaped by every participant, and  is open to any person, organization, collective group, political party, business etc. that share the same vision and aspiration. 

Every city that the March visits will be preparing forums, meetings, festivals, conferences and events, and in New Zealand different towns and townships outside Wellington are already planning and preparing their particular contributions to the international launch, which will also be their response to the World Without War’s clarion call: “Join a multitude of others in sending a clear signal, and your voice will have to be heard!”
For further details and information on how you can participate see http://www.marchamundial.org/ 

* The International Day of Non-Violence was established in accordance with GA resolution A/RES/61/271, 15 June 2007, as an occasion to ‘disseminate the message of non-violence, including through education and public awareness’. The resolution reaffirms ‘the universal relevance of the principle of non-violence’ and the desire ‘to secure a culture of peace, tolerance, understanding and non-violence’. (http://www.un.org/events/nonviolence/2008/)

XII. The Great Invocation in English and Maori

THE GREAT INVOCATION

From the point of Light within the Mind of God

Let light stream forth into the minds of men.

Let Light descend on Earth.

From the point of Love within the Heart of God

Let love stream forth into the hearts of men

May Christ return to Earth.

From the centre where the Will of God is known

Let purpose guide the little wills of men –

The purpose which the Masters know and serve.

From the centre which we call the race of men

Let the Plan of Love and Light work out

And may it seal the door where evil dwells.

Let Light and Love and Power restore the plan on Earth.

TE INOINGA NUI

Na te maramatanga kei te 

Ngakau o Te Atua

Kia koha te maramatanga ki te

Ngakau o te tangata

Kia koha te maramatanga ki te ao

Na te aroha kei te ngakau

O Te Atua

Ki horapa te aroha ki te

Ngakau o te tangata

Kia hoki mai ano te Karaiti

Ki te ao

Na te mauri o Te Atua

Kia marama te haere a te tangata

I te huarahi o Te Atua

Na roto mai I te Tangata

Ma te maramatanga me te aroha

Tatau e arahi

A ma tenei e pa kuaha ki te Kino

Ma te Maramatanga,

Ma te Aroha,

Ma te Kaha e whakau

Te whakaaro nui te ao
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