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I. Equality

Through the thickest, most suffocating and blood-red smog of the French Revolution the human cry for liberty, equality and fraternity rang out to all regions of the world reaching people everywhere who harboured the same longing. 

But humanity has had – and has still - an ambiguous, uncertain and troublesome relationship with the concepts that these three words contain, finding it difficult to balance or equate one with the other. Peoples have been exposed to many political ideologies attempting to create societies under one dominant, hand fisted, rule within which individual vision and ingenuity was shackled and channeled into serving the interests of the sovereign state, and freedom reserved for the ruling fraternity. 

Even the idea of democracy emerged from the need to find a way of providing an opportunity for the many Greek city kings to come to mutual agreement on issues of common interest to them. This expression of equality did not include the voice of women and slaves. 

But in spite of its shortcomings and the corruptive ways it has been used and manipulated throughout its long chequered history, democracy still has the basically sound principles that can provide a firm foundation for the continuously changing structures of the community in which an increasingly enlightened citizen will choose to live.

Thus democracy is providing a truly valuable challenge and a most vital opportunity for each individual to grow, develop and express its full potential. A government ‘by the people in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system’, is in itself by no means an assurance against underhanded methods and self-serving scrambles for power and position.  As in ancient times, whole sections of peoples are still not able to participate in the decision making process. Until the definition of a sovereign individual as given in the first article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is generally accepted, namely that All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood, the word democracy will continue to have a hollow ring.  

Abraham Lincoln believed that it is the sacred right of people anywhere to, if necessary, ‘rise up, and shake off the existing government, and form a new one that suits them better’. A right, he said: ‘which we hope and believe, is to liberate the world’. This sacred right to transform equally applies to each citizen who, in a democracy, is ultimately co-responsible for the welfare of the whole.  If the slogan ‘all for one and one for all’ is to carry any meaning, we cannot continue to idly watch - or allow ourselves to get immersed in - the bitter battle for power and position. 

The Master Jesus said: “If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all”. It is this equation which will set humanity free, make us equal, and include all men and women and children of the world in the brotherhood of humankind. 

But for the qualities of liberty, equality and fraternity to merge into one and serving all, we must continue to exercise our sovereign right and responsibility to rise to the task of rebuilding and re-constructing society until it can respond to and meet the spiritual as well as physical needs of each and everyone.

Then a strong and vibrant bridge has been built, which can carry us across the troubled waters and deep crevasses of the past - into a brighter future.  

II. Human Rights Council
Since the Human Rights Council replaced the Commission on Human Rights in June 2006 there has been a consistent effort to make the Council a stronger and more efficient tool for realizing human rights for all. This is encouraged by the UN General Assembly resolution 60/251 which provides the new Council with a mandate to ’undertake a universal periodic review, based on objective and reliable information, of the fulfillment by each State of its human rights obligations and commitments in a manner which ensures universality of coverage and equal treatment with respect to all States; the review shall be a cooperative mechanism, based on an interactive dialogue, with the full involvement of the country concerned and with consideration given to its capacity-building needs; such a mechanism shall complement and not duplicate the work of treaty bodies.”
At the opening of the 7th regular session of the Human Rights Council, March 2008, the UN Secretary- General Ban Ki-moon stressed that no country, however powerful, should escape scrutiny of its records, commitments and actions on human rights. Referring to the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), (which held it first session from 7-18 April 2008), he maintained that UPR was conceived precisely in order to assure that ‘just as human rights are universal, so is our collective respect for them and our commitment to them’.
At the session several State delegates expressed concern that the UPR process should steer clear of double standard, selectivity and politicization, and that UPR should be used ‘as a crucial step to engage in constructive engagement and dialogue to advance the causes of human rights’. While a ‘guiding document’ was made available prior to the April session it was generally agreed that the fine-tuning of modalities and of procedure would be an on-going process to be completed over time.

At its inaugural session in April, the Universal Periodic Review scrutinized the human rights records of the first 16 countries selected to be reviewed. 48 countries are to be reviewed each year so that the entire UN membership of 192 countries will undergo review every four years. Doru Romulus Costea of Romania is the Council’s President and also the Chairperson of the UPR Working Group, which is charged to engage in interactive dialogue with the State under review and ask questions regarding the documentation provided on the human rights practices as well as the human rights situation within the country. Among the material submitted to the Working Group will be: national reports submitted by the country; a compilation of relevant information prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); as well as information from other stakeholders, such as NGOs, national human rights institutions and academics. 

The outcome of each country’s review is a report consisting of a summary of the proceedings, conclusions and/or recommendations, and the voluntary commitments of the State concerned.

A debriefing for NGOs, organized by the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the UN (CONGO) after the 1st session, considered whether it had met civil society expectations and looked at how to strengthen the collaboration between all NGOs.  They underscored the need for the three types of documentation (national, UN and other stakeholders) to be equally considered and also stressed the need for the recommendations of the reviews to be specific and lead to tangible results. On the 30 April, in his UPR briefing with NGOs, President Costea mentioned the important fact that all States under review in the 1st session had initiated a process of national consultation before the session and also highlighted the respectful way in which sensitive issues had been raised and discussed. 

Bahrain, the very first country to be reviewed during the first session, made the pledge to establish a National Human Rights Institution (NHRI), based on the Paris Principles adopted by the General Assembly in 1993 (see http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/parisprinciples.htm  for text), which states that NHRIs must be independent, inclusive and mandated to protect all human rights. In July, Bahrain hosted an OHCHR conducted workshop on NHRI-building in Manama, the capital of Bahrain, in which some 80 participants, including NGOs and experts from Jordan, Northern Ireland and Morocco, shared their experiences when establishing NHRIs in their countries. It was felt that this workshop, funded by the UN Development Programme, might serve as a model for other countries seeking to set up NHRIs.

Bahrain aims to have their National Human Rights Institution up and running by January 2009.

The 2nd Universal Periodic Review (UPR) session was held from 5-16 May and the 3rd will be held from 1-12 December. NGOs wishing to offer information for consideration and possible inclusion by OHCHR in the summary of stakeholders’ information should contact: UPRsubmissions@ohchr.org    

At its eighth regular session (2-18 June), the Human Rights Council was considering the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review’s 1st and 2nd sessions. Here the 32 States, which had already been reviewed, were able to present their views and recommendations, and Council members and observers, as well as NGOs could offer general comments. Among the mostly positive responses it was noted that major human rights issues in every State under review had been brought forward in a constructive manner, and that an increasing openness and transparency was experienced as the sessions evolved.

 In her final address as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour expressed cautious optimism about the new review system, believing that it could provide a vehicle for scrutiny of the implementation of rights and norms beyond anything ever attempted before. Despite all uncertainties regarding the precise modalities, “the constructive participation of all States under review has already made absolutely clear that consideration of human rights at the national level is no longer regarded as a taboo.”  She did believe however that it would take two whole cycles of reviews before the added value and real impact of the UPR could be measured.

Among the 36 resolutions adopted during the Council’s 7th regular session in March was the resolution on human rights and climate change, tabled by the Maldives Government and so-sponsored by 69 countries from all regions. This resolution calls on the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to conduct a study into the effects of climate change on the full enjoyment of human rights, especially economic, social and cultural rights. The conclusion of this study will form part of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ongoing process of raising political awareness about the human dimension of global warming. 

Another resolution referred to the High Commissioners Draft Guiding Principles on ‘Extreme poverty and human rights: The rights of the poor’, and asked that, after further consultations, a report be submitted to the Human Rights Council no later than its last session in 2009.  

The High Commissioners Draft Guiding Principles is the result of several years of work, and founded on the indivisibility and effectiveness of human rights and on the participation of people living in extreme poverty and those committed to eradicating poverty. Among the main aims of the Principles are: to provide all actors (States, institutions, citizens) with a comprehensive human rights based framework for eradicating extreme poverty; to confirm the indivisibility of human rights; and to highlight the capacity and right of people in extreme poverty to participate in all aspects of society, in particular poverty eradication initiatives.  

Another significant milestone during the March regular session of the Human Rights Council was the election of the 18 experts of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, which will replace the former Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. The Advisory Committee will meet twice a year and function as a think-tank and provide the Council with expertise and advice. It will also conduct research and studies as requested by the Council. Its membership will come from different parts of the world: 5 each from Africa and Asia, 3 from Latin America and the Caribbean, 3 from Western European and other States, and 2 from Eastern Europe.
The Advisory Committee subsequently had its inaugural meeting in Geneva from 4-15 August and among the 13 recommendations made to the Human Rights Council were the right of refugees and the right to food. 

The Acting UN High-Commissioner for Human Rights, Kyung-Wha Kang said that this was ‘an important moment for the international community as this new human rights mechanism charts its future course within the United Nations’ comprehensive human rights system’.

III. New High Commissioner for Human Rights
After an extensive selection process, which included consultation with UN Member States and the NGO community, and after the General Assembly had given its approval, the UN Secretary-General appointed Navanethem Pillay of South Africa as the new High Commissioner for Human Rights on 28 July. She is due to take up her post in Geneva on 1 September.

Navanethem Pillay became the first women to start a law practice in South Africa’s Natal province in 1967, providing legal defense for opponents of apartheid and establishing the rights of the prisoners of Robben Island. Among her many other credentials in human rights and justice Judge Pillay was appointed Acting Judge of the High Court of South Africa in 1995; in 1999 she was elected Judge President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and has since 2003 served as Judge on the International Criminal Court.  

Judge Pillay said  that her experience of living in South Africa during the apartheid regime had given her ‘a real understanding of what it’s like to have your human rights violated and to have it violated for a very long time without any justice in sight’.

The new UN High Commissioner for Human Rights is also a co-founder of the international women’s rights organisation  Equality Now, which has its base in New York. Equality Now was founded in 1992 to work for the protection and promotion of the human rights of women around the world. Through its Women’s Action Network , made up of concerned groups and individuals, it works with people throughout the world to:

· distribute information about human rights violations

· take action to protest these violations, and

· bring public attention to human rights violations against women

Equality Now states that: “human rights violations against women have historically been denied the attention and concern of international organizations, national governments, traditional human rights groups and the media. Meanwhile, hundreds of millions of girls and women around the globe continue to endure debilitating and often fatal human rights abuses.” 

For more information: http://www.equalitynow.org/english/about/about_en.html  

“Silence and secrecy are a shelter for power and abuses, says Yakin Erturk, UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, noting also that the fact that the issue of violence against women is now on the global agenda is a sign that the silence has been broken. 

(Statement made at recent UN forum held in Bangkok) 

IV. Academic Knowledge Serving Humanity
When the Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro visited her Alma Mater, the University of Dar es Salaam in July, she stressed the point that “Knowledge for knowledge’s sake will not feed the people.”  Expressing her gratefulness to the University for the training she had received as a young student ‘with her head in the books’ at the Faculty of Law, which had given her a solid foundation of knowledge, she maintained that it was as a woman she came to understand the depth of human suffering – something ‘I could never learn just by studying’. 
She told the audience that from that time I felt “ I had a responsibility to use my education for the greater public good. This is exactly what the late President Nyerere, himself a teacher, called on us to do. He pointed out that the educated amongst us are like those from a hungry village who are given what little food is available, so they can go out and help the others”.
The Deputy Secretary-General felt that she had taken office at a time of great transition, for United Nations as well as the world at large. And today, “the United Nations is open as never before to partnerships on the ground with corporations, grass-roots organizations, religious groups, the scientific community, technological innovators and – most emphatically - academics.” We need, she continued, “an international coalition, because the challenges to peace, development and human rights are formidable. We must bring together all countries and partners of goodwill.”  

Ms Asha-Rose Migiro mentioned the urgent ‘triple threat’ that the world was facing today: the food and fuel crisis, the climate crisis and the development crisis. These are challenges transcending all borders and concerning us all and which will require persistent collective international response. But she urged that we should not lose sight of the fact that countries have the first responsibility to chart the course of their own development: “Every country has to follow through on its commitments.”
She gratefully acknowledged the role of the University in bringing her into public service: “A path that eventually led me to the United Nations, where I support the Secretary-General in serving the combined interests of 192 countries, and – more importantly – the ‘peoples’ of the world in whose name the United Nations Charter was adopted.”  (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/ )

V. Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

UNESCO Chair on Education for Human Rights, Democracy and Peace
The UNESCO Chair/A.U.Th began its celebrations of the 60th Anniversary of the signing of the UN Declaration of Human Rights early, in February, with an Academic Programme consisting of an Interfaculty and Interdisciplinary course on Education for Human Rights and Peace, entitled: “Contemporary World Problems and the Scientist’s Responsibility: An Interdisciplinary Approach”. Among the lectures, all dedicated to Human Rights, were: 

· ‘Programmes of Education for a culture of peace and non violence’ (by D. Papadopoulou, Professor Emeritus, School of Psychology, UNESCO Chairholder;

· ‘From the Universal Declaration to the International Conventions and the humanitarian interventions’, by L. Papadopoulos, Lecturer, School of Law;

· ‘Structural violence, forms of non violence and Peace – Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr’,  by D. Papadopoulou; 

· ‘Health: consumer good or a human right?’, by A. Benos, Associate Professor, School of Medicine, and

· ‘Environment, quality of life and human rights’. By A. Kamarianos, Associate Professor, Veterinary School.

Throughout the year the UNESCO Chair has continued to strengthen its cooperation with teachers of primary and secondary education as well as with other educational institutions and programmes, and in April a Round Table was organized in collaboration with the national Greek Committee of UNICEF, entitled Children’s rights: violations and protection. International Conventions and actions in the field. Among the urgent topics on the programme were: ‘trafficking: the nightmare in modern societies’ and ‘the Convention of Children’s Rights for the protection and happiness of the children of the world’.

The year 2008 also saw the UNESCO Chair initiating cooperation with the School of Modern Greek Language of the University of Thessaloniki, with the aim of producing teaching material on issues of human rights, education for human rights, as well as intercultural dialogue to raise the students’ awareness on the values and ideals of UNESCO. This academic unit teaches the Greek Language to foreigners at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. Each year about 1500 students from more than 70 countries are being taught at the School.

A Conference is being planned for December 2008, to take place in Thessaloniki, on the theme “Intercultural Dialogue: “we and the others” towards a Culture of Peace and non-violence”. It will be organized by the UNESCO Chair/A.U.Th in collaboration with the Committee of Social Policy and other academic Units of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, P.O. Box 48, 541 24 Thessaloniki-Greece

-mail: dipeace@psy.auth.gr  

VI. High-level Conference on World Food Security:

The Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy 

Forty-two Heads of State and Government, one hundred high-level Ministers and sixty non-governmental and civil society organizations representing 181 countries participated in the conference, which took place in the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Headquarters in Rome between 3-5 June.  Among the events were four roundtables where the issues of:

· high food prices: causes, consequences and solutions

· climate change and food security,

· transboundary pests and diseases, and

· bioenergy and food security

were discussed. Simultaneously several fora were held in which related issues and concerns were raised.

The outcome of the conference was the adoption of a declaration calling on the international community to increase assistance for developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and those most negatively affected by high food prices. 

The Declaration’s first statement reads: “WE, the Heads of States, Ministers and Representatives of 180 countries and the European Community, have met in Rome at this High-Level Conference convened by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, together with the United Nations World Food Programme, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, and Biodiversity International on behalf of the CGIAR (Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research) system, to seek ways of achieving world food security and, in this context, to address challenges of higher food prices, climate change and bioenergy.”

 The text also stresses ‘that food should not be used as an instrument for political and economic pressure’, and that it is ‘unacceptable that 861 million people are still undernourished in the world today.”  The widest possible cooperation is also requested between UN institutions, governments and people throughout the world to monitor and analyze world food security in all its dimensions and to develop strategies to improve it.

The Declaration ends with a firm resolve “to use all means to alleviate the suffering caused by the current crisis, to stimulate food production and to increase investment in agriculture, to address obstacles to food access and to use the planet’s resources sustainably, for present and future generations.” 
“We commit to eliminating hunger and to securing food for all today and tomorrow”
For more information:  website: http://www.fao.org   e-mail cccb-secretariat@fao.org  

VII. SHALOM – Educating for Peace
Shalom is a non-governmental organization, founded by Jean de Dieu Basabose and Cori Wielenga, former students of the Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies department of the University of KwaZulu Natal, South Africa. Their post-graduate studies focused on sustainable peace in the Great Lakes region.

Presently Shalom is active in Rwanda and Burundi with the expectation of expanding its work to include the entire African continent. Therefore Shalom seeks to partner with development organizations that are active in these countries.  

The vision of Shalom is to empower African communities, through peace education, research and non-violent action, to:

· prevent violent conflict

· non-violently resolve conflict

· build a culture of non-violence

· move towards reconciliation

Among Shalom’s projects for 2008 are: 

· peace education through radio; a once weekly community radio programme (Umcyo) where peace principles are discussed and debated, with listeners actively participating;

· the BEPEACE project, which Shalom hopes to implement, in partnership with the Costa Rica Peace Academy, to help educate communities in non-violent communication and emotional awareness

· peace education through adult literacy, and

· peace education through theatre and song

There are many opportunities for a variety of volunteer activities, and Shalom welcomes anyone wanting to follow an internship, wanting a learning encounter or wanting to volunteer for whatever length of time. 

Contact: Jean de Dieu Basabose: P.O. Box 6210, Kigali, Rwanda. E-mail basajd@yahoo.fr     and    Cori Wielenga:  E-mail cori@absamail.co.za
VIII. Peacebuilding Commission

Before retiring from her office as the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support, Carolyn McAskie offered some thoughts on the ‘emerging peacebuilding architecture at the United Nations’ and the vital, if under-appreciated, role it is playing to help countries around the world stabilize and rebuild their economies and societies after armed conflicts. Although not catching headlines: “it is a slow, quiet success story that’s growing and in the long run will have an enormous impact”, she said. The Peacebuilding Commission, Peacebuilding Fund and Peacebuilding Support Office have all helped to overcome a void in the international community’s efforts to help struggling States.

The chief of UN peacebuilding also emphasized that peacebuilding is much harder than it looks: it involves ‘bringing together institutions and other actors in development, security, human rights, humanitarian, politics and other fields so that they can work together towards common goals’. She stressed how important it is to remember that peacebuilding cannot be externally imposed; it must be “internally driven and externally supported”.
She also told the press that while in her experience the delivery of aid does work, there were many countries and crises that had fallen off the international agenda and were relatively neglected by donors and policymakers. 

Ms. McAskie felt that in the past there had been a tendency, after the ending of the fighting, to prioritize getting the political structures in place and then to wait too long to kick-start the economy: “These things should not be sequential. They have to happen at the same time”, she stressed. 

The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has recently appointed Jane Holl Lute as the new Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support. Ms. Lute joined the United Nations in 2003 as Assistant Secretary-General for Mission Support in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations. 

Contact: Peacebuilding Commission: http://www.un.org/peace/peacebuilding/  

IX. The sixty-first Annual DPI/NGO Conference 2008 

The Conference, which is taking place at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris between 3 – 5 September, is expected to be attended by more than 2000 representatives of non-governmental organizations and other civil society partners from 90 countries who will participate in the discussions and deliberations on the theme: “Human Rights: The Universal Declaration at 60”.

At a recent press conference in New York, Shamina de Gonzaga, the Conference Chair, mentioned that this was the first time that the NGO Conference was being held outside New York. She also stressed the appropriateness of the Conference taking place in Paris this year: the site of the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 60 years ago.

The Conference was jointly organized by the NGO/DPI Executive Committee, UNESCO, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the government of France. The keynote speech at the opening session is to be delivered by Simone Veil, former French Health Minister and a leader in the field of human rights. Among the many human rights workers and advocates from around the world attending the conference will also be some experts who had been involved in the drafting of the Declaration.

Acknowledging the role of the media in helping to raise public awareness on human rights issues, Ms de Gonzaga asked the correspondents present for advice on how human rights workers could help make human rights concerns more visible. One suggestion from the correspondents was to ‘put a bigger spin’ on human rights issues by tying them into the ‘burning topics of the day’, such as for instance the situation in Sudan, Myanmar and Georgia. Another suggestion was that promotion and press material should consider the possibility that the general public – although having a broad idea of human rights - might not know much about the Universal Declaration itself.

It was hoped that those attending the Conference would seize the opportunity for building new partnerships and for reaching out to new grass roots organizations within the local and global neighbourhood.

Maria Luisa Chavez, Chief, NGO Relations, Department of Public Information, offered some food for thought from a former UN Secretary-General: “Human Rights are your rights. Seize them. Defend them. Promote them. Understand them and insist on them. Nourish and enrich them… They are the best in us… Give them life.”
Website: http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/conference/home.shtml 

X The Rights and Responsibilities of Media in Today’s World
The Deutsche Welle Global Media Forum, attended by 900 participants from 100 countries, was held in Bonn in June this year with a focus on Media In Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention.   During the closing session, Erik Bettermann, Director General of DW, Germany’s international broadcaster, expressed concern that freedom of the press is being threatened worldwide, not merely in countries known to have censorship, but also through subtle forms of censorship in many so-called developed countries. Arbitrary government control and excessive economic interests are threatening the freedom of the press and the freedom of opinion. But media must live up to its responsibility by making impartial and nonpartisan information available, said Bettermann.

The Forum had discussed the importance of impartiality and objectivity in peace journalism but also acknowledged the difficulties in maintaining a professional distance when reporting from conflict zones. Former Bureau-Chief of Al Hayat, Salameh B. Nernatt spoke of the bias prevalent in both the local and international coverage of the war in Iraq. It was agreed that, although bias should be kept to a minimum, an entirely neutral coverage of conflicts would be near impossible. Jacky Sutton, Media Project Manager of the UN Development Programme in Iraq, said that ‘no single journalist is going to grasp the entire truth’. Every issue can be seen from many different angles and perspectives, she said, adding: ‘We therefore may have to accept a diversity of viewpoints and concentrate our efforts rather on promoting professional and responsible attitudes among journalists’.

The Director General of Voice of Russia, Armen Oganesvan, suggested that journalists need to take care not to cater to widespread feelings of distrust and hatred and thereby unwittingly facilitate the possible escalation of a conflict into violence. In this connection Aref Hijjawi, Programme Director of Al Jazeera, mentioned how his news network had tried to calm religious violence during the Danish cartoon crisis by not aggravating the situation and by trying to put the issue into perspective.

The Deusche Welle Akademie is expanding its training for media representatives in developing and transformation countries and will start offering an international Master’s programme for the journalists of tomorrow.

Erik Bettermann hoped that the Forum participants would maintain the contacts they had made during the conference, and assured everyone that there would be another Deutsche Welle Global Media Forum in 2009. “The push from these three days will start an international and interdisciplinary dialogue about globalization challenges where media plays a deciding role”, he maintained. The 2009 Forum will take place in Bonn from 3-5 June 2009. Topics would include: Conflict prevention in the multimedia age, and Opportunities and challenges from new technologies and consumer habits.

Users and producers of media, specialists from the areas of peacebuilding and conflict prevention, as well as representatives from media technology and security, public relations specialists, military, members of government, political parties, government and military press officers and representatives of the arms industry will come together at the 2009 Deutsche Welle Global Media Forum  to network and discuss the challenges and solutions for the future. 

(http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,2142,266,00.html )

XI. We the Peoples 2008

The ‘We the Peoples 2008: Getting to 2015: Building Participation, Seeking Success’ report is  produced by the Ottawa based North-South Institute and the World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA) in New York.
The publication is a survey-based project aiming to encourage and support the engagement of civil society with the Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals. It documents and reports on the involvement of civil society organizations (CSOs) in promoting and implementing these goals and provides a platform and channel for CSOs to voice their assessment of progress locally and internationally. 

This fourth edition of ‘We the Peoples’ reaches out to youth groups as well as organizations working with young people and highlights the critical role of youth in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It shows how young people are today actively involved in raising awareness on the MDGs and how they are facing the challenges with remarkable energy and commitment. However, the report also notes that young people are sometimes ‘sidelined in the process of consultation and implementation’, and seen as beneficiaries rather than contributors to the MDGs. But many youth groups are in fact contributing a wealth of information to the survey on their work in support of the MDGs. The ‘We the Peoples’ report will be an invaluable resource for students, preparing for their participation in Model UN Conferences on the MDGs.

The report also provides a clear picture of the progress already made and what still needs to be done if we are to achieve the MDGs by 2015. The introduction of the report points out that ‘with the increasing decentralization and localization of the MDGs, governments cannot be held accountable without the engagement of civil society in monitoring policy impact at the local level’, and goes on to say that without an accurate assessment – at the community and family levels – of past achievements as well as of whether the needs of the poorest populations are being met, the MDGs will not be made sustainable by 2015. 

Chapter headings of this 52-page report include:

· Making sure our institutions work for us! (The ‘One UN’ model and the Paris Declaration)

· Lessons learnt: Moving forward on the MGDs (Development and security: The forgotten link? Climate change – Our burning problem!); and

· The road ahead: What needs to be done? 
The We the Peoples report 2008 can be freely downloaded at: http://www.nsi-ins.ca/english/pdf/wtp_2008.pdf             
John W. Foster, Principal Researcher and Mejlina Modanu, Principal Author of  We the Peoples 2008, North-South Institute, 200-55 Murray St.,  Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1N 5M3

The North-South Institute (NSI) is a charitable, not-for-profit corporation established in 1976 to provide professional, policy-relevant research on North-South issues and relations between industrialized and developing countries. The results of this research are made available to policy-makers, interested groups, and the general public to help generate greater understanding and informed discussion of development questions. The Institute is independent, nonpartisan and cooperates with a wide range of Canadian, overseas, and international organisations working in related activities. (www.nsi-ins.ca) 

XII. Global Online Conversation on Human Rights

To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Dr Hans Blix, President of WFUNA, invites NGOs linked to the UN to participate in the first-ever interactive global online conversation on the “Universality of Human Rights.”  To participate in this new initiative, visit website: www.realtimedelphi.net  

XIII The United Nations Development Programme

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) describes itself as a global development network; an organisation advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. UNDP works actively with people in some 166 countries helping them find and develop local solutions to the challenges of: democratic governance; poverty reduction; crisis prevention and recovery; environment and energy; and HIV/AIDS. UNDP is helping developing countries to attract and to use aid effectively and in all its activities, the protection of human rights and the empowerment of women will be given priority.

The UNDP Administrator, Kemal Dervis, says: “The fact is that globalisation, the global market economy delivers to the upper half; it doesn’t really deliver to the poor people. In some cities in the developing world, you have 50 per cent of young people unemployed. So the challenge is huge and we have to focus on it.” 
The UNDP seeks, together with local people, to find the solutions that will work within that particular area or situation. It is, says Kemal Dervis, through democratic institutions, through participation, through people getting organized in democratic ways that the heart of the challenge can be reached.  And these institutions must accompany market development as well as the developments within the fields of finance and technology if we are to create a more equitable and balanced human society.

The 2007/2008 Human Development Report, commissioned by UNDP, entitled “Fighting climate change: Human solidarity in a divided world” stresses that the world lacks neither the financial resources nor the technological capabilities to act: “What is missing is a sense of urgency, human solidarity and collective interest.” Although the poorest and most vulnerable citizens will suffer the earliest, no country however powerful or wealthy, will be immune to the impact of global warming.

Climate change poses challenges at many levels, says the Report: in a divided but ecologically interdependent world, we all shall need to reflect upon how we individually and collectively manage the environment of the one thing that we share in common: planet Earth. 

The Report calls upon political leaders and people in rich nations to acknowledge their historic responsibility for the problems facing humanity and the planet, and to lead by example through deep and early cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. However the entire human community must join in taking ‘prompt and strong collective action based on shared values and shared vision’. A summary of the Report begins with the urgent message that: 

“What we do today about climate change has consequences that will last a century or more. The part of that change that is due to greenhouse gas emissions is not reversible in the foreseeable future. The heat trapping gases we send into the atmosphere

in 2008 will stay there until 2108 and beyond. We are therefore making choices

today that will affect our own lives, but even more so the lives of our children and

grandchildren. This makes climate change different and more difficult than other

policy challenges.” (http://www.undp.org/about/) 

 “Global problems demand global solutions – and going it alone is not a viable option. Some may say this is looking at the world through rose-tinted glasses. I believe, optimist that I am, that we have come full circle since that magical moment in San Francisco over 60 years ago. The UN is more in demand than ever before – and it is because expectations are so high that the possibility of disappointment is also high. I do not believe in miracles, but I do have faith in human decency, diligence and incremental progress. Above all, I believe in results, not rhetoric. The fundamental purposes and principles of this Organisation are inspiring and enduring – we need to renew our pledge to live up to them. My partners in this noble enterprise are the Member States and civil society. Their commitment, action and perseverance will serve as the engine propelling us to fulfill the promise of 1945” 

                                                                                        Ban Ki-moon

XIV Parallel Community

The Parallel Community’s mission is “to set in motion a parallel community of souls around the world”; a network which – with your help – will spread to wherever it is needed, creating a platform where people may help, teach, inform, learn from and assist each other, wherever they are, in doing their chosen work.  Together, through mutual help and support, we will generate the energy to make significant changes. 

This network is dedicated to making things easier for people who are active in bringing new light, new ways of thinking and new initiatives into the world, to take practical, positive steps towards their goal. Millions of people across the world feel exactly as we do, and we need to mutually support and connect with each other. The Community has neither a master plan nor a set philosophy: “We are just drawing together good souls everywhere, who share a love for humanity and the earth, and all who live on her”.
The Parallel Community started in Cornwall in the southwest of Britain but the network is continuing to spread, linking with people and groups who otherwise work in isolation in their own areas and social circles. 

Parallel Community, PO Box 11, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 6YF, UK.  E-mail: 

[image: image1.png]


parallelcommunity@hotmail.co.uk 

XV The Great Invocation

From the point of Light within the Mind of God

Let light stream forth into the minds of men.

Let Light descend on Earth.

From the point of Love within the Heart of God

Let love stream forth into the hearts of men

May Christ return to Earth.

From the centre where the Will of God is known

Let purpose guide the little wills of men –

The purpose which the Masters know and serve.

From the centre which we call the race of men

Let the Plan of Love and Light work out

And may it seal the door where evil dwells.

Let Light and Love and Power restore the plan on Earth.
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